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TliE  REGIONAL  INFORMATION  AND  COiNMUNIC'XTION  EXQIANGE: 
A  New  Service  for  Business,  Commerce,  and  Industry 

Late  in  June,  1967,  Rice  University  received 
official  notice  that  its  proposal  to  establish  a  ser- 
vice to  be  knoun  as  the  Regional  Infonnation  and  Com- 
munication Exchange  (R.I.C.E.)  has  been  awarded  "spe- 
cial merit"  designation  by  the  U.S.  Department  of  Com- 
merce and  partial  fijnding  under  the  State  Teclmical 
Services  Act  of  1965.  IVith  the  support  and  interest  of 
business,  commerce,  and  industr>^  of  the  western  Culf 
Coast  area  it  should  now  be  possible  to  turn  this  pro- 
posal into  an  operation  that  will  pool  and  share  tiie 
business  and  teclinical  information  in  several  partici- 
pating academic  institutions  for  the  benefit  of  busi- 
ness and  industry. 
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When  Public  Law  89-182,  the  State  Technical  Ser- 
vices Act,  was  approved  by  Congress  and  signed  by 
President  Johnson  on  September  14,  1965,  academic  in- 
stitutions throughout  the  nation  which  had  a  history 
of  assisting  business  and  industry  with  technical 
information  began  to  study  its  enacted  purposes  and 
provisions.  Briefly,  Congress  had  found  that  "wider 
diffusion  and  more  effective  application  of  science 
and  technology  in  business,  commerce,  and  industry 
are  essential  to  the  growth  of  the  economy,  to  higher 
levels  of  employment,  and  to  the  competitive  position 
of  United  States  products  in  world  markets,.  .  .  that 
the  benefits  of  federally  financed  research,  as  well 
as  other  research,  must  be  placed  more  effectively 
in  the  hands  of  American  business,  commerce,  and 
industrial  establishments...."  Congress,  therefore, 
provided  a  program  of  incentives  and  support  by  means 
of  which  states ,  by  themselves  and  in  cooperation  with 
one  another,  would  be  encouraged  to  establish  and  main 
tain  state  and  interstate  teclinical  service  programs 
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to  help  realize  the  aims  of  the  Act.  In  signing  the 
Act  into  law  President  Johnson  said,  in  part,  "it.  .  . 
will  do  for  American  businessmen  what  the  great  Agri- 
cultural Extension  Service  has  done  for  the  American 
fanner.   It  will  put  into  their  hands  the  latest  ideas 
and  methods,  the  fruits  of  research  and  development." 
t     In  one  of  the  lectures  sponsored  by  the  Fondren 
Library  on  February  19,  1963,  as  a  contribution  to 
Rice's  Semi -Centennial  celebration,  it  was  recalled 
that  the  Fondren  had  been  of  service  to  business  and 
industry  throughout  the  fifty-year  period  of  Rice's 
history,  but  especially  since  World  War  II  when  there 
occurred  an  unprecedented  expansion  in  all  the  basic 
industries  within  this  region.  The  Fondren,  for  ex- 
ample, could  share  with  industry  its  large  and  complete 
files  of  scientific  and  technical  serials,  the  great 
national  bibliographies,  and  the  specialized  indexes 
and  bibliographic  aids  and  reference  works.  In  this 
lecture  it  was  noted  that  a  new  period  was  beginning. 
"Henceforth,  the  role  of  the  university  libraries  must 
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be  new,  characterized  less  by  the  ability  to  have  all 
and  be  all  than  by  fuller  cooperation  with  larger  com- 
munity efforts  to  organize  and  coordinate  existing  re- 
sources into  a  program  that  will  help  the  universities 
as  well  as  industry." 

In  taking  a  fresh  look  at  the  Fondren's  role  in 
helping  to  develop  such  a  program  and  in  considering 
the  part  the  State  Technical  Services  Act  might  play, 
this  view  was  kept  in  mind.  Also  borne  in  mind  was 
the  trend  toward  rapid  communication  and  ready  coop- 
eration among  university  and  research  libraries  and 
the  rapid  development,  on  a  national  scale,  of  library 
computer  tedinology,  to  whicli  the  Fondren  was  already 
making  a  contribution.  These  advances  are  rapidly 
changing  library  procedures  in  storing  and  transfer- 
ring information.  The  Fondren  wishes  to  relate  to  and 
cooperate  with  the  announced  policy  of  the  Texas  agency 
of  the  State  Teclmical  Services  Act  that  calls  for  the 
development  of  four  or  five  major  library  network  sys- 
tems to  link  the  state  with  technical  service  programs. 
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The  result  of  these  considerations  is  the  Fondren's 
proposal  that  has  won  recognition  and  support  at  the 
national  level.  This  plan  provides  that  the  libraries 
o£  as  many  as  eighteen  academic  institutions  along  the 
Gulf  Coast  —  from  Lake  Charles,  Louisiana,  through 
Beaumont  and  Houston,  Corpus  Christi,  Kingsville,  and 
Edinburg,  and  on  to  Monterrey,  Mexico  —  be  linked 
together  by  teletype  into  a  regional  information  ex- 
change. The  Fondren  Library  will  be  the  headquarters 
for  the  Exchange.  The  purpose  of  the  Exchange  and  the 
communications  linkage  is  to  make  available  to  business, 
commerce,  and  industry  the  information  resources  of 
the  region  and  to  provide  convenient  locations  through 
which  businesses  without  teletype  may  gain  access  to 
the  services  of  the  Exchange  from  distant  points  in 
the  region. 

The  use  of  teletype  for  information  transfer  is 
the  first  feature  of  this  new  approach  to  library  serv- 
ice, but  there  will  be  reliance  on  modem  technology 
as  well  as  on  skilled  staff  in  all  Exchange  services. 
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The  Fondren  already  has  a  background  of  several  years' 
experience  in  using  computer  techniques  for  certain 
library  processes.  For  Exchange  purposes  the  Fondren 
has  acquired  and  is  already  operating  the  first 
library -housed  computer  for  library  services  in  the 
state  of  Texas.  This  computer  will  provide  the  means 
of  searching  and  storing  bibliographic  data  developed   ^ 
in  the  area,  and  obtained  elsewhere,  and  of  perform-    i 
ing  literature  searches  from  machine -readable  magnetic 
tapes.  The  whole  operation  is  designed  to  benefit 
subscribing  members  in  ways  not  possible  until  this     ]. 
time.  I 

No  one  library  in  the  nation  or  in  a  region  can 
possibly  house  and  service  all  information  of  potential 
interest  to  its  readers  and  users.  This  is  particular- 
ly true  in  the  southwest  section  of  the  country  where 
there  are  relatively  few  library  collections  of  the    ^\ 
scope  of  the  large  holdings  of  the  great  research  li- 
braries in  other  parts  of  the  nation,  ^'tuch  is  expected, 
therefore,  from  the  Information  Exchange  in  determining 
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the  real  strengths  and  weaknesses  of  the  library  re- 
sources of  this  region.   It  may,  perhaps,  lead  to  the 
development  of  a  regional  acquisitions  program  that 
will  put  dollars  to  better  use  as  the  number  of  publi- 
cations grows  and  the  cost  of  books  and  periodicals 
rises. 

It  is  hoped  that  Gulf  Coast  business,  commerce, 
and  industry  will  recognize  the  value  of  the  Exchange 
in  organizing  and  disseminating  the  technical  infor- 
mation of  the  entire  nation,  as  well  as  of  the  area, 
for  their  benefit.  Hundreds  of  businesses  in  this 
area  do  not  or  cannot  support  their  own  technical 
libraries.  For  these  the  Information  Exchange  should 
be  a  boon.  Scores  of  businesses  do  support  their  own 
libraries.  It  is  definitely  not  intended  or  expected 
that  the  Exchange  should  cause  any  of  these  units  to 
be  phased  out.  On  the  contrary,  to  make  the  best  and 
most  intelligent  use  of  the  Exchange,  many  companies 
currently  without  libraries  and  technical  librarians 
may  well  conclude  that  they  require  them.   It  is  un- 


likely  that  any  but  the  most  nominal  o£  library  opera- 
tions in  industry  would  go  out  of  business  because  of 
the  Exchange .  Technical  librarians  everywhere  in  the 
region,  with  whom  the  Fondren  has  long  cooperated,  will 
find  their  own  work  speeded  and  aided  and  made  more 
meaningful  by  the  Exchange. 

Plans  are  now  being  made  to  present  the  Infor- 
mation Exchange  to  Gulf  Coast  business  men  and  in- 
dustrialists. An  experienced  staff  of  trained  librar- 
ians and  computer  specialists  now  being  assembled  at 
the  Fondren  to  operate  tlie  Exchange  will  cooperate  in 
this  effort  with  an  Advisory  Council  of  able  business 
and  civic  leaders  headed  by  Messrs.  Gail  Whitcomb  and 
Carl  E.  Reistle,  Jr.,  of  Houston.  Participating 
colleges  and  universities  and  interested  chambers  of 
commerce  will  also  assist.  It  must  be  made  clear  that 
to  assure  the  success  of  the  Exchange  business  must 
help  in  its  development.  Rice  can  only  qualify  for 
the  federal  grant  if  and  when  it  matches  the  grant  with 
industrial  and  other  monies.  Such  funds  must  come 
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largely  in  the  form  of  memberships  in  the  Exchange, 
the  participating  members  recognizing  that  the  services 
can  make  a  proper  return  on  each  membership  fee.   In 
fact,  these  federal  funds  must  be  more  than  matched 
in  this  first  year  in  order  to  demonstrate  the  kind  of 
Exchange  services  that  will  win  further  support  from 
the  Department  of  Commerce  in  1968  and  to  assure  Com- 
merce that  the  Exchange  is  likely  to  become  strong  and 
self-supporting  in  the  near  future. 

Friends  of  the  Fondren  Library  can  make  a  con- 
structive contribution  if,  corporately  and  individually, 
they  will  seek  to  understand  and  promote  this  latest 
endeavor  of  their  library.  The  Fondren  calls  on  the 
Friends  to  help  make  the  Regional  Information  and 
Communication  Exchange  worthy  of  the  "special  merit" 
designation  it  has  just  been  awarded. 


Richard  L.  O'Keeffe 
Associate  Librarian 
Fondren  Library 
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In  the  October  issue  of  the  FLYLEAF  there  will  be  a 
second  article  describing  the  services  which  the  In- 
formation Exchange  expects  to  offer  to  science  edu- 
cation and  library  development  within  the  Gulf  Coast 
region. 


In  memory  of 
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MBDRIAL  GIFTS 
Donor 


Mrs.  Joe  Anderson 
E .  S .  Banks 
Lawrence  S.  Bosworth 
Wayne  F.  BoMnan,  Jr. 


Leo  J.  Braun 

Mrs.  Guy  Bryan 
Mrs.  Dan  R.  Bullard 


Dr.  Rebecca  Elnekave 
Cassel 

Mrs.  A.  S.  Cleveland 

Mrs.  Margaret  Coleman 

Mrs.  Boyd  T.  Collier, 

Sr. 


Mr.  §  Mrs.  John  T.  Maginnis 

Mr.  §  Mrs.  Naiton  K.  Eckert 

Mr.  ^  Mrs.  W.  Browne  Baker 

Mr.  ^  Mrs.  Richard  L.  Denham 
Mr.  5  Mrs.  Sam  E.  Dunnam 
Mr.  §  Mrs.  Cooper  K.  Ragan 
Mr.  §  Mrs.  A.  L.  Selig 
Mr.  ^  Mrs.  J.  C.  Wilhoit,  Jr. 
The  Friday  Duplicate  Bridge 

Club 

Mr.  ^  Mrs.  Alfred  C.  Glassell, 

Jr. 

Mr.  5  Mrs.  F,  Talbott  Wilson 

Mr.  ^  Mrs.  George  R.  Brown 
Dr.  ^  Mrs.  Everett  L.  Goar 
Mr.  ^  Mrs.  J.  C.  Pollard 
Mr.  ^  Mrs.  Robert  H.  Ray 
Mr.  ^  Mrs.  J.  Newton  Rayzor 
Mr.  §  Mrs.  Howard  A.  Thompson 

Dr.  §  Mrs.  Andre  Bourgeois 

Mrs.  Maurice  J.  Sullivan 
Mr.  §  Mrs.  Thomas  W.  Moore 
Mr.  5  Mrs.  Sam  E.  Dunnam 
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In  memory  of 

Mrs .  Mary  Weeks  Grain 


Mrs.  F.  W.  Croneis 

Mrs.  L.  W.  Dahljiian 

Mrs.  Alexander  Deussen 

Henry  Dew 

Mrs.  S.  F.  Dixon 

Robert  Pace  Doherty, 
Sr. 


Mrs.  Elsie  Dwyer 


Donor 

Mr.  §  Mrs.  Hudson  D.  Carmouche 
Mr.  5  Mrs.  Ed  Parkes 
Mrs.  William  Ward  Watkin 
Dr.  Hugh  C.  Welsh 

Mr.  5  Mrs.  A.  L.  Selig 

Mr.  ^  Mrs.  Howard  A.  Thompson 

Mr.  5  Mrs.  Hudson  D.  Carmouche 

Mr.  ^  Mrs.  H.  K.  Arnold 

Mrs.  Arthur  Bo ice 

Mr.  ^  Mrs.  John  H.  Meyers 

The  Board  o£  Directors  of  the 
Symonds  Foundation 
Mr.  5  Mrs.  George  R.  Brown 
R.  0.  Busch 

Mr.  ^  Mrs.  R.  Trent  Gampbell 
Mr.  §  Mrs.  Sam  E.  Dunnam 
Mr.  §  Mrs.  Qiarles  W.  Hamilton 
Frances  McGormick 
Mr.  ^  Mrs.  Alvin  S.  Moody 
Mr.  §  Mrs.  Dan  M.  Moody 
Officers  and  Directors  of  the 
Gitizens'  National  Bank 
of  Bay town,  Texas 

Personnel  of  the  Biomedical 
Laboratory  of  Brown  and 
Root  -  Northrup 
Ann  G.  Landry 


In  memory  of 
James  Elizardi,  Jr, 


Frank  B.  Fowzer 

Mrs.  Martha  Freeman 
Mrs.  Rosa  W.  Fuqua 
James  Douglas  Gage 


Mrs.  Ina  Gillespie 
Grotte 

George  L.  Gudenrath 


George  H.  Hedrick 
Mrs.  J.  K.  Herrin 

Cyril  Lander  Hogan 


Bennett  Hull 

Mrs.  Curtis  Japhet 
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Donor 

Mr.  ^  Mrs.  H.  K.  Arnold 

Mrs.  George  M.  Cottingham 

Mr.  ^  Mrs.  Charles  W.  Hamilton 

Mrs.  George  H.  Hartung 

Mr.  ^  Mrs.  Ferdinand  K.  Levy 

Mr.  ^  Mrs.  Brooke  Hamilton 
The  Fondren  Library  Staff 

Doralyn  J.  Hickey 

Mr.  §  Mrs.  Milton  K.  Eckert 

Mr.  §  Mrs.  A.  Lawrence  Lennie 
Mrs.  Robert  B.  Turner 

Mr.  5  Mrs.  Sam  E.  Dunnam 


Mr.  ^  Mrs 
Mr.  §  Mrs 


Evan  Carpenter 
William  R.  Long 


Mr.    ^  Mrs.   Alvin  S.   Nfoody 

Mr.  5  Mrs.  Frank  W.  Sharp 
Mr.  ^  Mrs.  James  R.  Sims 

Mr.  ^  Mrs.  George  R.  Brown 
Mrs.  George  M.  Cottingham 
Mr.  ^  Mrs.  M.  W.  Rigney 
Mr.  ^  Mrs.  Gordon  R.  West 
Mr.  §  Mrs.  John  B.  Williams 

Mr.  5  Mrs.  Thomas  D.  Smith 

Mr.  §  Mrs.  Charles  W.  Hamilton 


In  memory  of 
E.  K.  Jones 
George  B.  Joumeay 

W.  Lawrence  Kalp 
Judge  Lang St on  King 

Mrs.  Richard  Leigh,  Sr, 

Ann  Lewis 

Mrs.  Roselle  H.  Lewis 


Julia  Mai  Lockert 
Mrs.  Ina  Brooks  Lucid 

Don  Lyttleton 

James  B.  McGee,  Jr. 
Charles  W.  McPhail 
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Donor 

Elizabeth  Allspach 

Mr.  ^  Mrs.  Elden  L.  Daunoy 
Mr.  §  Mrs.  J.  G.  Lawhon 
Mr.  §  Mrs.  John  F.  Staub 

Doralyn  J.  Hickey 

Mr.  ^  Mrs.  A.  Gordon  Jones 
Mr.  §  Mrs.  John  H.  Meyers 

Mrs.  Elva  Kalb  Dumas 

Owen  Wister  Literary  Society 

Mr.  ^  Mrs.  A.  Gordon  Jones 

Mr.  ^  Mrs.  Norman  H.  Moore 

Mary  Snoddy 

Pender  Tumbull 

Mr.  §  Mrs.  Dow  D.  Warren 

Mr.  5  Mrs.  Jolin  Mason,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Joseph  H.  Pound 
David  Pound 

Mr.  §  Mrs.  Hugh  E.  Gragg 
Mr.  5  Mrs.  Homer  G.  Patrick 
Pender  Tumbull 

Mrs.  Arthur  Boice 

Mr.  5  Mrs.  John  H.  Meyers 

Mrs.  R.  S.  Daunoy 

Mr.  §  Mrs.  Charles  W.  Hamilton 
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In  memory  of 

Donor 

Rosalee  Smith  Maffitt 

T. 

S. 

Mrs.  Bee  Harper  Mahan 

Mr. 

5 

Mrs.  Alfred  Mason 

Mr. 

^ 

Jack  Maxwell 

Mr. 

^ 

N.  E.  Meador,  Jr. 

Mr. 

^ 

Mrs.  Leopold  L.  Meyer 

Mr. 
Mr. 

5 
^ 

Mrs.  W.  Carloss  Morris 

Mr. 

a 

Martin  Moser 

Mr. 

5 

Ralph  Ransom  Nichols 

Mr. 

^ 

Thomas  D.  Olson 

Mr. 
Mr. 

§ 
^ 

Colonel  Alvin  M. 

Owsley 

Mr. 

5 

Mrs .  Wright  Patman 
Mrs.  C.  M.  Pennybacker 
George  William  Platter 
Mrs.  Homer  Potter,  Sr. 
R.  0.  Rhea 
Robert  B.  Selig 
Ains worth  Selkirk 


Maffitt,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Sam  E.  Dunnam 

Mrs.  Hudson  D.  Carmouche 

Mrs.  John  H.  Meyers 

Mrs.  Claxton  Parks 

Mrs.  George  R.  Broun 

Mrs.  Irvin  M.  Shlenker 

Mrs.  A.  Ross  Rommel 

Mrs.  I.  M.  Lurie 

Mrs.  Ralph  G.  Nichols 

Mrs.  David  Howard,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Clinton  F.  Morse 

Mrs.  John  B.  Carter,  Jr. 


Mr.  5  Mrs.  George  R.  Brown 

Mr.  5  Mrs.  A.  C.  Glassell,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Arthur  Boice 

Mr.    5  Mrs.    Dan  M.  Moody 

W.   J.    Dvvyer 

Mr.    §  Mrs.   A.    L.   Selig 

Mrs.   Sam  H.   Hastings 


In  memory  of 

JoiiQ  Moore  Seltzer 

Mrs.  W.  B.  Sharp 

E.  D.  Shepherd,  Sr. 

Joan  Wilson  Sherrod 

Mrs.  L.  F.  Skelly, 
Jr. 

Mrs.   Dvvight  Sleeper 


Emmet t  Mitchel  Smith 


Mrs.   Margaret  Walne 
Snead 

D.  T.   Stames 


Mrs.  J.  Lewis  Thompson 

Anthony  Thome 

N.  E.  Walcher 

Mrs.   Walter  H.  Walne 
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Donor 

Mr.    ^  Mrs.   M.   R.   Underwood 

Mrs.   ivlaurice  J.    Sullivan 

Mr.    ^  Mrs.   E.   L.   Ilogan 

Pender  Tumbull 

Sarah  Lane 

Mr.  ^  Mrs.  Ralph  D.  Looney 

Marvine  Brand 

Mr.  ^  Mrs.  Charles  W.  Hamilton 

Jewel  Hamilton 

Sue  Uhrig 

The  Fondren  Library  Staff 

Mr.  5  Mrs.  E.  G.  Floeter,  Jr. 

Mr.  ^  Mrs.  CM.  liidspeth 

Mr.  5  Mrs.  Ralph  G.  Nichols 

Mr.  ^  Mrs.  M.  H.  Wateiman,  Jr. 

Mr.  5  Mrs.  W.  Browne  Baker 

Inez  Goodman 
Pender  Tumbull 

Mrs.  Maurice  J.  Sullivan 

Mr.  §  Mrs.  Ralph  D.  Looney 

Mr.  ^  Mrs.  George  R.  Brown 

Mr.  ^  Mrs.  W.  Browne  Baker 


In  memory  of 

F.  Carrington  Weems 

Joe  Weingarten 

Mrs.  Ruby  Clare  West 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Wright 
Mrs.  E.  M.  Wyatt 


Don  G.  Young 

In  honor  of 
Tayeb  ii.  Be  rain 

Dr.  Floyd  S.  Lear 


1967  Track  Team  at 
Rice 
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Donor 

C.  A.  Dwyer 

Mr.  §  Mrs.  Irvin  M.  Shlenker 

Mrs.  Ethyl  R.  Vinson 
Fannie  Stevens 

Doralyn  J.  Mickey 

Robbie  E.  Bayer 
Rona  G.  Collier 
Maud  L.  Woods 

The  Faculty  Women's  Club  of 
Rice  University 

Mr.    ^  Mrs.   George  R.   Bro\\Ti 
Merritt  Warner 

Donor 

Mrs.  Ruth  \\ .    Lane 
Jonathan  Lane 

Mrs.  Ruth  \\ .    Lane 
Jonathan  Lane 

Mr.  ^  Mrs.  Evan  Carpenter 
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FRIENDS  OF  THE  FONDREN  LIBRARY  1 

i 

AT  RICE  UNIVERSITY 


President,  William  V.  Ballew,  Jr. 
Vice-President,  Mrs.  C.  M.  Hudspeth 
Membership  Secretary,  Mrs.  Charles  W.  Hamilton 
Treasurer,  Charles  W.  Hamilton 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 


Mrs.  Albert  Fay  ] 

Roger  Goldwyn  i 

J.  Frank  Jungman  i 

Mrs.  Ralph  D.  Looney  i 

Mrs.  Preston  Moore  | 

Frank  Vandiver  i 


EcbJOAd  Ho^bucX,   Editor,  tkn   FLYLEAF 
Rae,mond  C^cUg,   ?UibJU.c.oution. 


